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CHAPTER L

Hold on for your life
A few milea from whera the Sonder
dropas its turbid w i

5 of the motunesgr

vards

fram ti

whers o road winds
igriands pevored to eross
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smpblance of lndeous monsters
asirs of foam spread ont like ghostly

wines. and » branch of sseamore like a |

EToat white arm beckoning to her. Thera ' aa

were noises too, Ths dam was lost, but
there was & sullen roar of water, a grind-
ing of the drift and & heavy cresh as
some treo torn from its plaocs flung iteeif,
a3 might » despairing sounl, into the
sngry flcod.

“Why was I born? , lonely girl!
millions have asked that Question. NMill-

ions wifl ssk # again. To soms life
brings an answer, to many there comes
no reply. Fute has lips as silant as those
of Memnon until the day brealks, the sun
arises and over the eandsof life's desert

| 18 heard the immortal song.

She turned to retraoce her stepe. It was
a favorite haont of hers, this hridge.
Being within calling distanee from the |
honse it was safe, and it waas a habit of
hers to get away fram the chattering of
her young brothers toindulge in mel-
ancholy thoughts

*Ro, I will never drown myself; [ will
try to do right whatever comes; I will

be patient,” she said, and turned to take |

“The water will commence
My God! what is

a last look.

“Helpl help! for Christ’s sake!™
a mase of drift rushing swiftly dow

came those words, in & faint, strangle

| volee.

“Here is help!” called thestrong young
voice of the girl 'l sse yom; yon are
ng straight under a bridge. Do you

*I—henr;

“You ars al

go the log and cstel

and snatching it from her she

snd dropped & corner of
ling th» opposite one frmly around

tronge hi

it to the water,

moment mors it was canght, atmost
her from her position, but with

un effort she nerved herself for
“Hold on for vour lifs!” she said, as
she drew the slinwl op.  Her arms wers
almost 5 i) 1 1 1heir sookets, but
] iily antil she felt 4 pair
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UOFS G40 O2TAued On TEIT SITanc
ud in an incredilly short time the doc
or alizhted fzom bis buggy st the rads
ute snd carms in.  Pansing only for &
urteouns gresting hie hurriad to the bed-
ide and examined his pasent. He then
went andl steod Ly the hearth, looking
houghtfally iate the fire. A grave muu
wyond his youth, but still on the sunny
iie of life, with a fine inteliectual fuce,
ympathetie eyes and s one to trust

instinctively, the modsl physiclan.

1 fear, Mrs. Burton,”™ he eaid at
lenpth, in & voice which exnctly suited
iis face, *“that this is & vary 1S cASS,

I'he man is badly brais=d f having

been knocksd shout smong the o

Yon see, the boys tuld me. I asked them
s faw questions. It was s wonderful es

cape from death. But li may dis yet.

He is not very sirong naic . and he

iust have been in that icy water s long

time. Has be no pspers. nothing to
show who he is? He is past tslling now,
and may remain =0 for some time

“There were somse in his pockets
and a littls kwife, noth 3"
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Sunder,”

fory
 §

e answer
ind thut I have

I want

people on the
petuously
man to t
hard and he

“By ‘thu
these poor neighbor
bluffa, What lusve
der Lo desorve yot
ha you ha
your arnmns when th
with fever; I
nursing and o
I trembled for
Liat

L

EeL

y those whotn i

I do not,

They fes
uure in one sense
you Live apart fro
and fesling. Do
when youn sacrifice
danger yonr

been a pliys

| Bartiom

15 the wajured |
wrd selilom grated
IV W ith you that they
| P v wirl ol

leed, 1
U e,

migul 5

& 15 1

save Tife, ;

him ws wo «
own health and
and remncimbior

B O

n be n
i i 17
el )

=
So thess three, motber, daughter and
phveician, watchsd ths stranger as he
went down, down to the river of death.

At length theare came a day when
thors was s slight change in the daily
roanne,

As soon ss tho doctor bad looksd at
his patient he asked that the boys
might taks care of his horss.

“ shall stay todsy and fo-night,” he
said. By midnight we shall know the
worst or the best, wwhichever it may be.”

He looked at Janis, “Love is immor-
tal in her eves,” he thonght. “‘She dossn't
belisve that be cen die, bot it will be
far better for herif he doss. She will
always believe than that her love would
have been returned, and if no ons claims
him she can have his grave to love and
davote her Hfe to planting flowers on it
—but I think he will live, and what
then? Well, we shall see.”

As midnight approached a deep silence |
fell upon the thres watchers. The doe- |
tar sat with his fingers on the pulse of his |

pa t. Jonie stood near him with a look
nf awe on her face but with no fear
Her mother sat near tha foot of the bed,
her hesd resting upon her hands, wait-

arcss, laid the sick
across his breast, slightly
f head, drew

ged the position of hi

the covers up over his shoulders, then |

turned to Janie and said
1 sleep until morning:
dead? she asked, with white
sleep his nat-
i 160 he wakes
s panscions, but very weak, 1
until then, and it may he
The few moments after
ritical ones. 1 want
Can yon slesp? 1f
n somathing to make

nst rest
ase Ist me stay.
PIuorrow.  Let me
& no right to com-
& nut employed me
ivsician, but as your friend; if
nsider me snchal will say
nable, but thét is a wo-
1 knew that the
is18 was pussed, retired to the attic to
t 1 &l The doctor drew his
chair to stirred up _the
smnoldering fire and laid on fresh wood.
Fanie hod dissppeared, bnt soon re-
th delicious coffes, cream toast
icken, which she placed on &
il drawing it np in frout of the
wl the dector to eat, while

ion by the bed,

2 10 be ohetinate g8 well as
"he said; *1 will not tonch your
youn eat with me,

i, whan sha

hair to t warth

nice unless

lunch

sl st d
wopd this coffes smplls!® he
ve found out the secret of
' health in the midst of all
aria. Your mother knows
eed her children aod how to
hing pure. Sh ona of
1 make in

15

wiher and. you
Id start ont and convert all the peo-
the Sonder to your way of Hying
have (o move away.”
e with ber eyes
z fire und made no
r's kindly praizes
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CHAPTER IL

“oup to bed |

OUT OF QEUEST N4 TAPIILY Fecovering.
“Tt was a wonderfal thing for a gisl
to do, that is a fact,” he resumed. “I
was shout gone. I remember her hands
—how thay held on to mine, [ dou't ro
member unything elsa until I aweke and
saw you lsaming over me." l
I hava not mentionad it before,” said
tha doctor, “‘but I have wondered why |
vou were not missed and seareied after.” |
‘“Oh, that isn't strange at all. Ioften |
strike ont for a trip, and I seldom write |
to the governor unisss | hsve business. |
[ have no mether to worry ahout ma,
As 1 told vouo, I was thinking of invest- |
ing & few thousands in timber lands, and
was looking through here when this
happened. A mighty close call, I can
tell yon, and them to be reseunsd by a
girl. A nics jobitis, I mustsay! Buat)|
how am I to reward ber? I want you to
help me with youradvice. I have been
studying it over ever sinee I conld think
at all. Of counrse ] ara geing to do ths
fair thing—giva ber mother a lot of
money if she will have it, and all that,
but what must 1 give the girl?™
“Give her the life that she saved.
her your heart—if yon have one.”
*Ob, by Jove, doctor, that is going it
too strong. 1 don't say that I conldn't
love the girl, and if I bBved in these
woods it would be all right. Butto take
her to St. Louis and inirodoes her into
[ couldn’t, you know, and then
Ok, no—aslk ma to do some-

my set,
her fam
thing ess
*As aasv, for instance ss for a girl to
gu]:l vou vat of the chatches of death
norse you back to life and strength,
“lsay |l will do anything in reason.

| In a nowel of conrse I shonld fall in love
| and murry her regurdless of convention-

| with

| loved her your

| stowed

| acorpLon

| will takes you thers to-morrow,

Will you |

alities, Bat I will make n confession to
yonu, doctor. Two days befors [ fell inte
that cursed creck I was st & ball, and |
met my divinity there—a litle angel
rose colored 1 I waltzed with
ber all night. Do vou know, while I was
lying here with this fever I wus waltzing
her, by Jove—waltzing over red

i nr with thirst—and she

tulle

1¢ coal of 1}

¢, and when
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has never loved, having secn
ond to love antil she dn
sovas inaints autat the lt
G pity ber if she has warme
to life in her bosomn

mit yor

1L 1l
% oae love w
a woman like her
capable of any love with | i
Eut I will wasta no mom wonls o
You must not stay hem way longer
are able 1o be tiken to iy houss, and
In the
meantime gve M Burton a cheek for
ber trouble snd the expensseln hae in-
curred on your sccount, bat don't ins
her dangiiter by ofsring her & presant
So asying Dr. Beiwyn strods out of the
honss and I away with a look of
wrath an his facs and a bittsrmess in his
heart beyor had
known in all his trou At
After the deparfure of Dr. Szlwym |

o
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Barry Forrester f2ll fulo a study of the | g

gtuation. He was nol without a feel-
ing of gmtitn but his nstura was
shallow, hia emosiona, if he conld be
=xid to have any, wems but a rigple on
the surface.  The power of an absorbing

an,

| paasion was something of which he had

! himself

no A good wuitzer |
with a doll face hloverds head was
his idesl of wumashocd: sooh an ens be
mennt to pince st the hecwl of s grand
in St. JTonis. But now he
an awkward ix Hors was &
fin iz womnan s love with bim—a
fact which would have added to ks eelf
rommplaciicy ouly for the little cirenm-
sance that he owesi hda Kfe to her, and
thas Dr. Selbwyn, wbo was ocortainiv a
very fine man, ssemed to think that he
Hurry Forrestar, wae acung the sconn

compre lsension.

- ry el
and a

now homss
was 1n

.Hr:- re na neraa ™o revnive In 4fs mind
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“Contongd S~lwyn's pride™ he anid t:
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you seen betiar daysd™

“No,"” she apswesad, “‘I pover saw any
better days fhan thess, and I never shall
g=e any better. Thers i3 no rEDapce

“You have a school then?™ headked, at
s loss what to aay.

school, three manths ia winter and tove
in summer; | am gaing to toach it this
summer—ono dossa'tneed toknow much
to teach iL"

“But shouldn" yon ke to go to a col-
lege or something? You see, Mim Jauis,
I ows you n grest debt; yom saved my
life, you kmow.™

“0f course,” she answernd, “and if it |
had peen my littls Scotch tarmier | woald |
have jumped mght in relaer than bave |

had him drown. [ could have canghton
to the braces of ihe bridge and climbed
out easy encugh. Of course it wss o
hard pull, you were so hesvy and nearly
frozem, but it is potimg 0 make & fus
aboat.
well be you as anyaneelse
neighbors are always ek, and 1w al-
ways well, and 1 take careof them a
!_'nod dagl Tt

about 1

Seens of the

shouldn't vou think about
t think of any

“1 would rather think aboot any one
else, ™ she answersd, without betrmying

Ly look or smile that she noticed ks bit
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e WhE BUt 80 Tesdy I sourpl 1
ia or to drop into his arcws as be sup-
Eat to leavs her now was grow-
cnit. His intercst was aroussd
I will not talk of a reward (Ben, since
1 resent 18 a0, bl may §como and see
yon next Gotobar? | should ke to bunt
theees woods, snd [ shall woot 1o
who saved my L

L

s
rla
» swoods are bieatifal then™
iaw Lir. Salwyn came Lo take
away. “We bars troubled
deal. Misa Juzin” bs sadd
n omn rewt; we shall not die-
¥ I How he
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Themo isa™ & woeman of her typs In our

“1 shoaM think not,” replied the doc-
for, savagely.

“Of course she will fesl swicward
among society women,” continned For-

+1 have po &oubt of it. The Madonna
wonld feel amwisenrd at a M
suchre party or o Digh tes, bat mother-
hood is worshiped in ber name joub the
samo.  Let me tall voo, Fosrester, i you
are go fortunate as to win Janie Burton
you will bave a wils, your clnldven will
have & mother, avlypoar beme will have
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ing on rseltars. Ty torealize this, sud
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kind fate hus in store for you”

“1 e wou, £ aay ™
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